


The Convention on the Rights of the Child is a legally 
binding international agreement that states that children 
are individuals with their own rights, not the property of 
parents or other adults. 

It contains 54 articles which are all equally important and 
form a whole, but there are four basic principles that 
should always be taken into account when it comes to 
issues concerning children:

1. All children have the same rights and equal value.

2. The best interests of the child should be taken into 
account in all decisions concerning children.

3. All children have the right to life and development.

4. All children have the right to express their opinion and 
have it respected.



All children have the same rights and equal value

We need to formulate a 
question that is understandable 
for children

How can this be a bigger part 
of the daily life in our schools?



The best interests of the child should be taken 
into account in all decisions concerning children.

How do we really involve children

Do we listen to their views



All children have the right to life and development

What does this mean for the children in our municipality?



Everyvones voice is important!



All children have the right to express their 
opinion and have it respected.



https://lewisham.gov.uk/mayorandcouncil/youngmayor

The young mayor provides a focus and a channel for young 
people’s views to be heard by decision-makers.

The young mayor gets support from young advisers and the 
young citizens' panel. They have access to the full range of young 
people’s forums, networks and school councils.

We have the longest established young mayor programme in the 
country (it was started in 2004 by Sir Steve Bullock, former Mayor 
of Lewisham). It is influential in encouraging other councils to 
provide this opportunity for young people.

https://lewisham.gov.uk/mayorandcouncil/youngmayor


What does the young mayor do?

The young mayor serves a one-year term and:

• supports, and is a spokesperson for, the borough’s 
young people

• informs and advises the mayor on issues relating to 
young people

• works with the young advisers and young citizens' 
panel to inform the work of the mayor, Council and 
other decision-making bodies

• oversees a budget of at least £25,000.

How is the young mayor chosen?
Every year we hold a democratic election through schools 
and colleges to choose the young mayor.



The young mayor for 2019–20 is Femi 
Komolafe and the deputy young mayor 
is Aaliyah Odedina.

Name of 
candidate

First 
preference 
votes

Second 
preference 
votes

Total votes

Femi 
Komolafe

1,105 753 1,858

Aaliyah 
Odedina

1,009 526 1,535

Praise-God 
Onyeme

994 N/A 994

Tolani 
Akinfolarin

817 N/A 817

My faith is what has made me who I am, and as young 
mayor I want to reach out to the young people of this 
borough and share my faith with them without 
undermining other religions. I believe this will have 
personal as well as societal benefits.

I also understand that the young people of this borough 
have various unique gifts and talents with corridors of 
greatness through them, but no opportunity to showcase 
them to the wider community. As young mayor I want to 
provide those opportunities for young people to enjoy and 
practise their passion.

So vote for me, Femi Komolafe as your next young mayor 
and help me turn our youth of today into the leaders of 
tomorrow!

Femi Komolafe



Young citizens' panel: a voice for young people
The young citizens’ panel (YCP) consists of hundreds of young people aged 
11–18 living, working or studying in the borough.

What the YCP offers young people
The opportunity to have your say on how decisions should be made and how 
money should be spent in the borough.
The YCP has achieved a lot, but with your help it can do so much more.

Why get involved
Crime and safety, leisure facilities and simply whether or not there is enough for 
young people to do – these are all issues that affect you. If you don't make 
yourself heard, adults will make the decisions for you.
How it works

Questionnaires, web surveys, group discussions, events and the chance to meet 
like-minded young people like you. You can join in as much or as little as you like. 
The YCP is for you and we want to know what you want.



Planning the future with children!



Dialogue with young people



Participatory budgeting - playground
Four steps 
1 Webb tool to propose
2 Civil servant prepare two options
3 Voting
4 Inauguration



Collecting ideas



Participatory
budget



Why Hästhagen?

♥ Transport roads
♥ Activities
♥ Free bathroom
♥ Around the clock



Så här ser det ut idag

• Stained water
• Poor and good grass
• Bad beach
• Scratchy
• No jetty



But this is what we want

♥ New beach
♥ Fresh grass
♥ New sand on
♥ Volleyball court
♥ Fire pits
♥ Bins
♥ Swim platform
♥ Flower beds



Costs

− Grass (approximate price) = 6000 SEK

− Sand = 150,000 kr

− Beach: 120,000 kr

− Volleyball plan: 30,000 kr

− Trash cans (incl. Foundation) = SEK 5460

− Barbecue places (4) = SEK 20,000

− Jetty = SEK 30,000

− Flower discounts = about 3000 kr

Credited = 35 540 kr



Summary

 A fine sandy beach
 Fresh grass
 Fire pits
 Bins
 Swim platform
 flower beds



Future plans
 Lighting
 Changing rooms - new
 Toilets - new



Inauguration with the mayor! 



https://www.harryda.se/byggaboochmiljo/planarbete/landvettersodra/minecrafttavling.4.5c4e9
2915ac1f78cfaa4df7.html

Let it be fun!- Minecraft and kids

https://www.harryda.se/byggaboochmiljo/planarbete/landvettersodra/minecrafttavling.4.5c4e92915ac1f78cfaa4df7.html
https://www.harryda.se/byggaboochmiljo/planarbete/landvettersodra/minecrafttavling.4.5c4e92915ac1f78cfaa4df7.html












 Positive response from the entire municipality
 Many engaged
 Very nice and appreciated with dedication

Inauguration with the mayor! 





Gislaved: Playground – Södergård 
Where?



LEKPLATS SÖDERGÅRD

• Mail to 376 citizens living in the area

• Webb questionare

• Dialogmeeting at the scout-cottage

• Vote on two alternatives

• 220 answers

• Alternative 2 got 125 votes (57 %)

Playground – Södergård



LEKPLATS SÖDERGÅRDPlayground – Södergård                    



Young in Väsby – first step meeting

13 February 2013 Ung i Väsby
 130 pupils
 20 groups
 20 proposal

 9 proposal to vote on



Nine proposal



8 April exhibition - voting
Voting:
 web
 Facebook
 City centre
 1 137 votes (2,7%)



Large publicity!



The winner is Parkour!

Inauguration
8 June

Parkourpro
Nils Odin



Participatory budgeting in schools

Renew shool environement

Twp primary schools

Indoor . Outdoor

Proposals aug- sept

Voting

Implementaion before next year
¨
Focus on well- beeing, good
environment and accesabiltiy



New playground

Long jump pit

Indoor play room

Newtaty chars for library

Amfi theatre

Results



Inauguration with council members! 



10 – 20 participants/ 
safety tour

Made votable
proposals

90 satisfied

Geografic area 1500 
– 3500 citizens

< 5% voted on Internet

Safety tour with childrens perspective



New York

https://vimeo.com/220012828




http://www.nysed.gov/accountability/required-actions

http://www.nysed.gov/accountability/required-actions
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